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St Augustine’s Roman Catholic High School, Billington
Ofsted - “Outstanding”
Salford Diocese - “Outstanding”

Inspection Report Highlights

OFSTED Report
Students are always encouraged to work with others to help develop their understanding in addition to
working independently when required.
Students think highly of their school and are immensely proud to belong to a caring, nurturing centre for
learning. Behaviour and safety are outstanding.
Relationships are good-humoured and students show their maturity in the respect they show one another
and the pride they have in the school.
Attitudes to learning are excellent, students possess a thirst for knowledge often seen in their high level
questioning of teachers.
Teachers have excellent relationships with the students who respond exceptionally well to the high
expectations set.
The climate for learning set by students and their teachers is impressive.
The leadership of the headteacher, his senior leaders, subject leaders and governors is outstanding.
Students’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development including their physical well-being is supported
very well. This is a hallmark of a very caring and highly cohesive place of learning and development.
The curriculum is well constructed and managed. Courses are matched very well to students’ interests,
abilities and needs.
An impressive collegiate approach to providing care and support for students and staff pervades.
Students feel exceptionally safe in school. The school deals with any unacceptable behaviour effectively.

Salford Diocesan Report
The quality of Catholic education is outstanding. The witness to the joy of the Gospel in St Augustine’s is a
source of hope and joy for all.
The Catholic life, relationships, behaviour and care for those in the greatest need is inspirational in its
witness to the Gospel call to transformation.
The pervading atmosphere is one of calm, unity of purpose and joyful enthusiasm.
Governors, parents, pupils and staff new to St Augustine’s all spoke of the care and personal welcome that
they received when new to the school
The welfare and care of all at St Augustine’s is excellent and is seen as an example of outstanding provision
by both the local and Catholic community.

The School Community

Our Mission Statement

Saint Augustine’s opened in 1963 and serves one of
the largest catchment areas in Salford Diocese and
Lancashire Local Authority.
Our setting - with a view of Pendle Hill and
surrounded by fields - provides a safe, attractive and
healthy environment for children. Well over 90% of
our pupils are “bussed” in.
We have ten designated partner primary schools:











Thorneyholme RC, Dunsop Bridge
St Joseph’s RC, Hurst Green
SS Michael and John RC, Clitheroe
St Mary’s RC, Langho
St Mary’s RC, Sabden
St Mary’s RC, Osbaldeston
Our Lady and St Hubert’s RC, GH
St Wulstan’s RC, Great Harwood
St Charles RC, Rishton
St John the Baptist’s RC, Padiham

At Saint Augustine’s we believe that every person is
made and loved by God. This is why we respect one
another. Within our school community our young people
will learn to act justly, love tenderly and recognise God
in their lives.
Our school helps families to educate their children in
accordance with the principles and teachings of the
Catholic Church in an environment which inspires,
encourages and supports the development of our pupils
through nurturing their gifts and talents.
Our school community will keep alive the memory of
Jesus through the Eucharist and through the practice of
our Faith. We want everyone at Saint Augustine’s to
experience the joy of the Gospel in their journey
through school and beyond.
Together we will work to make a difference in our
community and in the wider world. We follow the
example of Saint Augustine by stepping out in faith and
celebrating our reasons for living and hoping.

The Religious Life of our School
As a large school we are able to offer a wide variety
of subjects to GCSE level, such as Biology,
Chemistry, Physics, French, Spanish, German, Music,
Computer Science, PE, History and Geography.
Older pupils are also able to choose from a
curriculum that suits their needs, including a preteaching course as well as several vocational courses
including Construction, Horticulture and Child Care.
Pupils have access to the EBAC suite of qualifications
but are free to choose their GCSE options according
to their abilities and interests.
We have the resources to arrange classes to meet
the needs of individual children. We offer a fantastic
range of extra-curricular activities provided by gifted
and devoted teachers and our pastoral structure
carefully and supportively monitors each child’s
academic, social and personal progress.

 Daily form-based prayers
 Weekly prayer groups and frequent voluntary Mass
 A chapel at the heart of a suite of specialist
Religious Education rooms
 School Masses every term
 Fundraising for CAFOD and other charities
 Residential retreats and away days
 Regular visits by priests and speakers
 A strong RE department with specialist staff

The House System

Year 7 Curriculum
Hours Per
Fortnight

Subject
Religious Education
English
Mathematics
Science
Technology / Robotics
Computing
Modern Languages
Music
History
Geography
PE
Art

5
6/7
7
6
4
2
5/4
2
3
3
4
2

Total hours:

49

The school operates a two-week timetable with 5
lessons per day. Personal Social & Health Education
and Citizenship are taught throughout the
curriculum with particular “theme weeks” at certain
times of the year.
Our curriculum is regularly reviewed in light of local
and national priorities to ensure that pupils are
offered courses that best suit their needs.
Any changes we make will reflect our continuing
commitment to breadth and balance.

St Ambrose
St Margaret
St John
St Anne
St Thomas
St Nicholas
St John
St Margaret

Barlow
Clitherow
Fisher
Line
More
Owen
Southworth
Ward

Pupils are placed in a form attached to one of the
houses with the benefits of;







A familiar Form Tutor and Year Leader
Daily registration and prayer
Personal and social education classes
Inter-house competitions
The same house through the years
The same house even if sets change

Teaching Groups

The School Day
Monday-Thursday

We operate a house system with a home base for each
child. There are eight mixed ability houses named in
honour of eight English Martyrs.

Friday

Registration

08.45 - 09.05

Registration

08.45 - 08.55

Period 1

09.05 - 10.05

Period 1

08.55 - 09.25

Period 2

10.05 - 11.05

Period 2

09.25 - 10.25

Break

11.05 - 11.20

Break

10.25 - 10.40

Period 3

11.20 - 12.20

Period 3

10.40 - 11.40

Lunch

12.20 - 13.15

Period 4

11.40 - 12.40

Period 4

13.15 - 14.15

Lunch

12.40 - 13.25

Period 5

14.15 - 15.15

Period 5

13.25 - 14.25

In Year 7 pupils are taught in ability bands. Pupils
are placed into sets based on test scores and other
information received from their previous school.
This allows the most able children to be stretched
as soon as they arrive at school as well as providing
support for pupils who require help with numeracy,
literacy or other learning needs. There is a smaller
set for children who need this additional help and
this set has support from Teaching Assistants.
All subjects other than Technology and Physical
Education are taught in ability groups with different
setting arrangements for English, Maths and other
subjects depending on each pupil’s particular
strengths.

Academic Results

Keeping in Touch

In 2017 72% of our pupils achieved standard pass
grades in GCSE in Maths and English, and once again the
school expects to have a positive score for the progress
children make from Year 7 to Year 11. New GCSEs are
now in place with a 9 to 1 grading system and we were
delighted with the high number of top grades awarded
to our pupils in the new qualifications
Our overriding commitment is to provide high quality
education in all subjects so that we can cater for our
pupils’ strengths and offer them a curriculum tailored to
their needs.

Parents’ Newsletters are sent home with pupils and are
available on the school website which also includes
news, features and useful links. The school has a Twitter
feed and a number of departments, such as PE, also keep
parents up to date via “tweets”. Parents can check on
their own child’s progress on rewards, attendance, and
achievement, by visiting the school’s Insight page – there
is a link on the school website.
All our school policies are online. We have pages and
web-links which cover revision and study skills and
others with a focus on Special Needs and Able Gifted and
Talented pupils.

We are oversubscribed every year
Improving learning and recreational
facilities for our pupils
Over recent years the school has seen the following
improvements to our facilities;












A new Student Support Area
Refurbished Science laboratories
New toilets for pupils, visitors and disabled people
Air-conditioning in several classrooms
A new Music suite
Refurbished Food Technology Rooms
Interactive Whiteboards in all rooms
New sound and lighting systems in hall
Chilled filtered water dispensers for pupils
New PE changing rooms
An ICT suite in the languages area

Our links with the local community are apparent in many
ways: local parish priests are governors; many of our
parents were themselves pupils at the school; staff in the
partner primaries and at St Augustine’s send their own
children to us; our PTFA (Parents, Teachers and Friends
Association) is one of the strongest high school PTFAs in
Lancashire and the “carry through” percentage of Year 6
pupils in partner primaries moving up to us is one of the
highest in the county.

Parents’ Support Group for Inclusion
This meets once a term and offers positive support for
parents of children with Learning Needs. Please contact
Mrs Jameson, Head of Learning Support at St Augustine’s
for further details and information about this group.

Open Evening 2017
Thursday 5th October at 6.30 pm

There’s more to school than lessons!

Extra-Curricular Activities
Art Club
CAFOD Action
Cookery Club
Debating Club
Girls’ Football
History Trips
Maths Club
Pupil Council
Boys’ Rugby

Athletics
Charities
Computer Club
Drama Club
Gardening Club
Home Learning Club
Maths in Motion
Puzzle Club
Girls’ Rugby

Badminton
Chess
Cricket
Duke of Edinburgh
Golf
Inter House
Netball
Revision Classes
Science Clubs

Events and Performances
Year 7 Retreat Day
Christmas Carol Service
Year 7 Pupil Council Elections
Shakespeare in Whalley Abbey for Year 7
Year 7 Art Enrichment Day to Liverpool
Annie (July 2018)
Sports Presentation Evening
GRAB Talent Show at The Grand
Music Festival
Lancashire Dance Festival
Blackpool Rewards Trip

School Trips
Duke of Edinburgh camping (KS4 pupils)
Geography Trip to Wales (Year 8)
RE Retreat to Alton Castle (Year 8)
RE Retreat to Castlerigg (Year 9s and 11)
Wicked / War Horse Trip (GCSE Drama)
Scotland, Highlands (Swing Band)
Geography Trip to Costa Rica (mixed year groups)
Languages Trip to France (Year 7)
Geography Field Trips, Isle of Arran (Year 10)
History Trip to Lancaster (Year 10/11)
Malaga Trip – Football (various years)
Science and Maths Trip to Paris (Year 9)
Lourdes Trip (Y10)
Spanish Exchange to Pamplona (Y10/11)

Band
Choir
Cross-Country
Fairtrade
Geography Club
Library
Overseas Trips
Retreats
Table Tennis

Basketball
Cooking for Pleasure
Dance
Boys’ Football
Gymnastics
Liturgies
Paired Reading
Rosary Club
Theatre Trips

Examination Success in 2017

Important Dates

5th October 2017

Open Evening at Saint Augustine’s 6.30pm

31st October 2017

Closing date for applications

As well as completing your online application at www.lancashire.gov.uk/schools , please ensure that
the Supplementary Faith Form is returned to St. Augustine’s by 31st October with a copy of your
child’s Baptism certificate, Holy Communion certificate or letter from your Parish Priest. This is the
only way that the Admissions Panel can confirm that your child is Catholic and therefore be placed
into the correct category.
Families living outside of Lancashire (e.g. Blackburn with Darwen) should apply via their own
authority’s online system and should return the Supplementary Faith Form to school.
1st March 2018

Offers issued to parents

6th March 2018

Primary Science and Maths Quiz at Saint Augustine’s

May - July 2018

Crossroads preparation Masses in the parishes

26th & 27th June 2018

Intake Days for pupils at Saint Augustine’s

3rd July 2018

Intake Evening for parents at St Augustine’s (6pm)

9th July 2018

Intake Mass at Saint Augustine’s (6pm)

