
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading: Skills & Strategies for Modern Languages 

What kind of texts will I read? 

You will use a wide variety of reading 

material in lessons and for 

independent work... 

 Task instructions 

 Articles, blogs and online posts 

 Texts created by AI 

 Authentic poems and stories 

 Vocabulary lists 

 Knowledge Organisers 

 Translation passages 

 Song lyrics  

 Letters and emails 

 

How can I improve my reading skills? 

There is a whole range of strategies you can use to help you understand as much as possible 

from a text. Try these if you meet an unfamiliar word or phrase: 

 Use the title of the writing to narrow down the context when predicting or inferring 

meaning. 

 Does the word look like an English word or another word you know in a different language? 

Test it out... does it make sense within the context? These are called cognates. 

 Remind yourself that some words are False Friends... they look like a word you know but 

don’t mean the same thing eg] sensible = sensitive [not sensible in English]. 

 If the unknow word is a verb... can you tell who is doing the action from the verb ending?  

 If the unknow word is a verb... can you tell in which tense the verb is conjugated? 

 Are there any time phrases to help you identify the tense of the sentence? 

 Read forwards from the unknow word, as well as backwards from it – this will give you more 

of an idea and be more able to infer or predict.  

 Translate word-for-word into ‘silly English’ then be willing to tweak and re-order to make 

more sense of what you have read. 

 Are there pictures or images that can help you? 

 

Why read? I just want to speak with people in 

French/Spanish! 

✓ Reading a wide variety of texts will act as a 

stimulus for your own writing and speaking... you’ll 

come across new phrases and vocabulary to use 

yourself. 

✓ Reading will strengthen your phonics skills, helping 

you to connect the spelling with the sound of 

new words. 

✓ Being able to understand passages in another 

language can help improve literacy skills in your 

native language... it’s true! 

✓ Reading will introduce you to the culture of the 

countries where the language is spoken – its 

customs, traditions, values, events, history and 

influential people. 

 

How does reading help speaking? 

In lesson you will read aloud very 

often and use your developing 

phonics knowledge to decode the 

sound of even unfamiliar words. 

You’ll use your phonics sheet  

to isolate the letter string you  

want to pronounce. 

 



 
Where can I access independent reading material? 

In lesson you will be given many different examples of reading matter to keep. If you would 

like to read for pleasure and find material focussing on your interests then... 

 

 

... use these online magazine sites for 

young people. You’ll find current news 

articles on issues affecting teenagers. 

 

 

... watch your favourite shows in English but with 

the subtitles turned on in French or Spanish!  

 

 

... borrow a foreign language book from our 

school library. LOOK how many we have... 

some are available as a Parallel Text too! 

 

 

... borrow a book from the Modern 

Languages Department. We have 

all these Mr Men books and some 

poetry books too. 

 

 


