
St Augustine’s

Year 9 

Options 2023

Parents and Carers Information – Wed 18th Jan
Progress Evening – Thu  2nd Feb  
Options Form return deadline – Fri    10th Feb
BRAG Event 
– Post-16 Providers The Grand (3-7pm) - Wed 8th Feb



All young people are now expected to continue in 

education or training until 18

• stay in full-time education

• start an apprenticeship or traineeship

• work or volunteer (for 20 hours or more a week) 

whilst in part-time education or training

Students who do not achieve a GCSE grade 9 to 4 in Yr11

Post-16 students must study Maths and/or English as part of 
their courses.



GCSE (Grades 9-1)

Less or no coursework

Examination at the end of the course (linear)

Longer more complex examinations

More demanding content

Vocational Subjects (2D* - P1)

BTEC - H&SC

Cambridge Nationals Sports Studies / iMedia / Engineering Programmable 

Systems 

ASDAN Level 1 – Personal Development Program

Unit based 

Coursework style

Shorter exam

Reformed Qualifications



Level
Old GCSE 

Grades 

New GCSE 

Grades

Vocational 

Grades
L

e
v
e
l 
2

9

D2*A* 8

A 7 D2

B 6
M2

B/C 5 

C 4 P2

L
e
v
e
l 
1 D 3 D1

E 2 M1

F/G 1 P1



• GCSE Religious Education 

• GCSE English Language

• GCSE English Literature

• GCSE Mathematics

• GCSE Science [Double Award] 

• Physical Education [2hr/ 2 weeks]

1 Lesson per fortnight

Yr 10 – PSHE

Yr 11 – Study Session / PSHE

All pupils will studyAll Pupils Will Study



EBacc

• Government aim for most pupils to study:

English (Language and Literature)

Maths

Science (Combined or Triple)

Humanity – History or Geography

Language – French or Spanish

The EBacc is a set of subjects at GCSE that keeps young 
people’s options open for further study and future 
careers. DFE



Option Subjects: GCSEs (9-1) 

Art

Computer Science

Design Technology

Drama

Food & Nutrition

French

Geography

Graphics

History

Music

BTEC Health & Social Care
OCR National iMedia
OCR National Sports Studies
OCR National Engineering Programmable Systems

Option Subjects: Vocational (2D*-P1)

Option Subjects: ASDAN (L1)
ASDAN Personal Development Program

Physical Education

Photography

Spanish

Triple Science



Level 1 ASDAN 

Non-Exam
Studied in units
Units tailored to pupils interests

Units could include:
Communication
Workplace
Enterprise
Learning skills

Mrs Day and her team will advise regarding 
course suitability



Level
Old GCSE 

Grades 

New GCSE 

Grades

Vocational 

Grades
L

e
v
e
l 
2

A* 9
D2*

A* 8

A 7 D2

B 6
M2

B/C 5 

C 4 P2

L
e
v
e
l 
1 D 3 D1

E 2 M1

F/G 1 P1





A
p

p
re

n
ti

ce
sh

ip
s Apprenticeships

A way to work, earn money and achieve a qualification at 
the same time, apprenticeships are available to school 
leavers at intermediate and advanced levels. 

• Accrington and Rossendale College – level 2 - 6

• Blackburn College – level 2 - 7

• Burnley College – level 2 - 6

• Craven College – level 2 - 4

• Myerscough College – level 2 - 3

• Nelson and Colne College – level 2 - 6

• North Lancs Training Group – level 2 - 5

• Preston College – level 2 - 7

• Runshaw College – level 2 - 4

• Training 2000 – level 2 - 7



Myerscough College
A

p
p

re
n

ti
ce

sh
ip

s
Level 2 

Minimum of 4 GCSE 
grades 2/3 including 
both Maths and English. 

Level 3 

Minimum of 4 GCSE 
grades 4+ including both 
Maths and English.



Nelson & Colne College
A

p
p

re
n

ti
ce

sh
ip

s
Level 2 

At least 3 GCSEs at Grade 
4 or above including 
English Language and/or 
mathematics.

Level 3 

Minimum of 4 GCSE 
grades 4+ including both 
Maths and English.



V
o

ca
ti

o
n

al Vocational 
These specialist work-related qualifications 
combine subject and theory content with 
practical learning. They are ideal if you are 
interested in a particular industry but are 
not sure what job you would like to do.

– Accrington and Rossendale College

– Blackburn College

– Burnley College

– Cardinal Newman

– Myerscough College

– Nelson and Colne College

– Runshaw College



V
o

ca
ti

o
n

al Burnley College

Level 1 

Two GCSEs at grade 
3 or above including 
English

Level 3 

Five GCSEs at grade 
3 or above



V
o

ca
ti

o
n

al Accrington & Rossendale 
College

Level 2 

At least 3 GCSEs at Grade 4 or above 
including English Language and/or Maths.

Level 3 
At least 5 GCSEs at Grade 5 or above in a 
range of subjects, preferably including 
English Language, Maths and Science.

Level 1 
At least 2 GCSEs at Grade 3 or above 
including English Language or Maths.



T 
Le

ve
ls

T-Levels 
Equivalent to 3 A Levels. A practical and 
knowledge-based learning route at college 
in addition to on-the-job experience 
through an industry placement of at least 
315 hours (approximately 45 days). 

– Blackburn College

– Burnley College

– Cardinal Newman College

– Myerscough College

– Nelson and Colne College

– Preston College

– Runshaw College



T 
Le

ve
ls

Cardinal Newman 

At least two 5s and 
three 4s at GCSE 
including at least a 4 
in English Language 
and Maths.

At least two 5s and 
three 4s at GCSE, 
including at least 5s in 
English Language, 
Maths and Science.



T 
Le

ve
ls

Runshaw College

GCSE Science and 
Maths at Grade 5, 
English and two other 
GCSEs at Grade 4.

A minimum of 4 Grade 
3s and you must have 
Grade 4 in either 
Maths or English.



A
 L

ev
e

ls
A-Levels 

Study for A-levels at sixth form or college.  You 
usually study three subjects or more. 

• Accrington Academy 
Sixth Form

• Accrington and 
Rossendale College

• Blackburn College
• BRGS Sixth Form
• Burnley College
• Cardinal Newman 

College
• CRGS Sixth Form

• Craven College
• Nelson and Colne College
• Preston College
• QEGS Sixth Form
• Runshaw College
• St. Christopher’s Sixth 

Form
• St. Wilfrids Sixth
• Stonyhurst
• Westholme Sixth Form



A
 L

ev
e

ls
Clitheroe Grammar

GCSE Maths Grade 6

Minimum of 4 GCSEs at grade 6 with at least 
GCSE grade 4 in English Language and Maths.



https://www.informedchoices.ac.uk



Browsing the 
options may 
give some 

inspiration!







Triple Science

Biology, Chemistry, Physics 

Recommended for pupils who have a keen interest in 

Science and are working consistently towards a Target 

Grade of 5 or above

Pupils who may wish to go on to study 

Science at ‘A’ or ‘AS’ level.

Combined Sciences

10 Lessons 

Bio Chem Phy

2 x GCSEs

Triple Sciences

5 Lessons 5 Lessons 5 Lessons

Bio Chem Phy

3  x Separate GCSE Grades



Modern Languages

• French 

• Spanish

• Higher paper and Foundation paper

• C.V. 

• Difficult to pick up Post-16



Music

Performance is 

30% of the course.

You can be assessed 

through singing instead 

of playing 

an instrument.

You can perform pop or 

classical pieces.

It is strongly recommended that pupils 
continue instrumental tuition and practise.



Art, Craft & Design

Drawing

Painting

3D Sculpture

Printmaking

Textiles

Photography

Mixed Media / Collage

Graphic Communication

Drawing

Communication Graphics

Print Making

Illustration

Package Design

Typography

Multi-media

Advertising & Branding

Signage

Photography

Pupils cannot choose both options



Photography

Portraiture
Location
Studio

Imagery
Installation

Documentary
Photo-journalism

Film
Animation
Fashion

Landscape

Narrow curriculum caution and coursework demands 



GCSE PE

60% Exam

Paper 1: 

Fitness and Body Systems

Paper 2:

Health and Performance

Most suitable for pupils who 

take part in 3 sports (both 

individual and teams based) 

either competitively or on a 

regular basis

OCR Sports Studies

40% Exam

Contemporary Issues in Sport 

Performance and Leadership 

(2 Sports)

Sport and the Media

Pupils cannot choose both options

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwifg63Q1ZXgAhXCbFAKHdHXDecQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.lboro.ac.uk/research/sti/&psig=AOvVaw1343J0ANpCQfoUUCpTvrVk&ust=1548943212983098


GCSE Computer Science

System Architecture

Programming 

Cyber Security

Networks

Data eg Binary System

Algorithms 

Most suitable for pupils with 

good logical reasoning and 

advanced maths skills

OCR National iMedia

Compulsory Units

Pre-production Skills – 40% Exam

Digital Graphics

Optional Project Units

Digital Video

Multimedia

Narrow curriculum caution 



GCSE Design & Technology

Design Technology elements 

combined to create one new 

GCSE:

• papers and boards

• timber 

• metals

• polymers

• textiles

• electronic & mechanical 

systems

‘Design Brief’ at the end of Year 10 
e.g. a contemporary home or a high profile event

Narrow curriculum caution 



OCR Engineering Programmable Systems

Understand basic electronic principles.
Simulate, construct and test electronic circuits.

Understand the fundamentals of electronic 

circuits and be able to design, construct 

and test a range of electronic circuits.

Units:

Electronic Principles – 40% Exam

Making and Testing Electronic Systems

Developing Programmable Systems

Narrow curriculum caution 





Please Talk to Your Teachers and Curriculum 

Leaders





The final options offered depend on staffing 

and on the interests of the year group.

We cannot guarantee to run the 

same courses each year.

I will be available to offer advice during Year 9 Progress 

Evening or can be contacted through email or the 

school office.

Once option groups are finalised the choice between 

subjects is greatly reduced.

Completed option forms should be submitted online by 

Friday 10th February. A link will be posted by email.



Friends

Teachers

Achieve

Enjoy

Future Career Gender
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