
St Augustine’s RC 

High School   

 

Dear families, 

We are excited to welcome our pupils back into school and look forward to seeing everybody back together 
following the closure in March. This newsletter outlines the changes that have been put in place to provide a 
safe environment for a return to school. We are aware that this may be a time of anxiety for children and 
families, not least for our new Year 7 pupils who join us for the first time, and hopefully this document will 
provide some reassurance as well as clarity over the new routines that the children will have to get used to.  

Arrangements for Re-Opening 

Thursday 3rd September 

Up to 8.45 Arrival at school for Years 7, 10 and 11. Year 7 will 
assemble on the top yard (directed by staff) with Year 10 on the 
bottom yard and Year 11 on the yellow steps at the back of the 
kitchens. In the event of heavy rain, Year 7 will be directed to the 
gym, Year 10 to the Al Fresco and Year 11 to the Hall before going 
to Form Rooms.  

Year 7; Periods 1, 2 and 3 will be spent with the Form Teacher 
and will include a tour of the school, logging on to the IT system 
and other activities. Year 7 will have an early lunch (see page 4). Periods 4 and 5 will be with the teaching class 
bubble and checking the class timetable with the opportunity to plan Friday’s route around school. At the end 
of the day all Year 7 pupils will assemble on the yard for end of day routines including bus practice. 

Year 10 and 11; Periods 1 and 2 with Form Teacher then normal timetable for the rest of the day.  

Friday 4th September 

Up to 8.45am: Arrival at school for all year groups. Year 7, 8 , 9 and 10 will go to their allocated spaces on the 
yards while Year 11 will go to the yellow steps. Pupils will go to their Form Rooms when the bell rings at 8.45.  

Periods 1 and 2 with Form Teacher (extended to allow the new procedures to be explained), Periods 3, 4, and 
5 will be normal timetable, but slightly shorter lessons on this day only.  

Keep up to date 

Twitter : @sarchsofficial  

Facebook : facebook.com/sarchsofficial  

Newsletter  

September 2020 

 

COVID 19 Symptoms 

The most important symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are recent onset of any of the following: 

 a new continuous cough 

 a high temperature 

 a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) 
For most people, COVID-19 will be a mild illness. However, if you have any of the symptoms above you must 

stay at home and arrange to have a test to see if you have COVID-19 (see page 3 for details). 

https://twitter.com/SARCHSofficial
https://www.facebook.com/sarchsofficial/


 

Face Coverings 

Pupils must wear face coverings when using school buses or public transport.  

New guidance gives schools more flexibility around face coverings. Pupils may now choose to wear face 
coverings in school in communal areas, such as corridors and when collecting lunches, but this is not 
compulsory (this may be subject to change if greater local restrictions are applied). Face coverings are 
not expected to be worn in class. Pupils who do wear face masks must follow the guidance on wearing 
them correctly, including the correct procedure for putting them on, taking them off and storing them 
safely. Pupils must sanitise their hands every time they touch the mask. Pupils must always remove face 
coverings if instructed to do so by an adult. Disposable masks must be placed into a lidded bin, re-usable 
masks must be placed into a plastic bag when not being worn. Please ensure face masks are appropriate 
for school.  

Coronavirus (COVID-19) usually spreads by droplets from coughs, sneezes and speaking. These droplets 
can also be picked up from surfaces, if you touch a surface and then your face without washing your hands 
first. This is why social distancing, regular hand hygiene, and covering coughs and sneezes is so important 
in controlling the spread of the virus. 

 
The best available scientific evidence is that, when used correctly, wearing a face covering may reduce the 
spread of coronavirus droplets in certain circumstances, helping to protect others. As face coverings are 
mainly intended to protect others, not the wearer, from coronavirus (COVID-19) they are not a 
replacement for social distancing and regular hand washing. 



 
 

 

School Attendance and Public Health England Advice  
 
All pupils are expected to return to school in September. 

 

The Department For Education advises that students who were previously advised to shield should return to 

school in September, providing there is no evidence of locally rising infection rates for which there will be 

local guidance. There may be a small group of students who are still advised by health professionals to 

remain at home due to their health condition. Please inform school if you think this relates to your child; you 

will be asked to provide evidence from a health professional. Only in such cases will school continue to 

provide a full offer of remote education, probably via the Oak Academy platform. Pupils with family 

members who are shielding should also return to school in September unless advised otherwise by health 

professionals.  
 

Guidance for Households with Possible Infection (Public Health England) 

 

Staff, other adults and pupils must not to come into school if they or members of their household have coronavirus 

(COVID-19) symptoms, in-line with the guidance for households with possible coronavirus infection. 

 

Staff or pupils showing COVID-19 symptoms will be sent home, reminded to self-isolate and instructed to arrange a 

test to see if they have COVID-19;  

 

If you have symptoms of COVID-19 however mild, you must self-isolate for at least 10 days from when your 

symptoms started. You should arrange to have a test to see if you have COVID-19. If you are not 

experiencing symptoms but have tested positive for COVID-19 you also must self-isolate for at least 10 days, 

starting from the day the test was taken. If you develop symptoms during this isolation period, you must 

restart your 10-day isolation from the day you develop symptoms. After 10 days, if you still have a 

temperature you should continue to self-isolate and seek medical advice.  
 

If you live with others and test positive, all other household members must stay at home and not leave the 

house for 14 days. The 14-day period starts from the day when the first person in the household became ill 

or if they do not have symptoms, from the day their test was taken. If anyone else in the household starts 

displaying symptoms, they must stay at home for at least 10 days from when their symptoms appear, 

regardless of what day they are on in their original 14-day isolation period.  
 

If you have symptoms, try and stay as far away from other members of your household as possible. It is 

especially important to stay away from anyone who is clinically vulnerable or clinically extremely vulnerable 

with whom you share a household. 
 

 

Following a positive test result, you will receive a request by text, email or phone to log into the NHS Test 

and Trace service website and provide information about recent close contacts. 
 

If you develop COVID-19 symptoms again at any point after ending your first period of isolation (self or 

household) then you must follow the guidance on self-isolation again.  

 

Staff and parents must  inform school immediately of the results of a test so that an assessment can be made of the 

potential impact on school.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection#symptoms
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection#symptoms


 

 

 

 

Food  

Our usual food service presents difficulties with regard to social distancing and hygiene with multiple 

touch points. Therefore we are initially going to begin the term with a single lunch time service of cold 

food only with a “grab bag” approach. You can see how this process will work here. 

Families will have to pre-order the food and pupils will collect their “grab bag” from the canteen and 

take the food outside to eat.  

The ordering system is now available via an online form on the school website with families able to 

order a  week in advance. Once orders have been fulfilled and collected, payment will be taken from 

your online account (Tucasi / Scopay). There will not be an option to pay via cash in school and there 

will be no vending machines.  

Order Form for Thursday 3rd / Friday 4th              Order Form for week beginning 7th September  

Breakfast service before school - we hope to reintroduce a breakfast service once lunches are 

operating effectively.  

Breaktime service  – we hope to reintroduce a  breaktime service once lunches are operating 

effectively.  

Pupils bringing packed lunches will have to eat outside.  
 

Nut Free School  

A reminder that we are a nut free school to ensure the safety of 

our students. Although we recognise that we cannot guarantee an 

environment that is completely free from any allergen, we believe 

that a nut free policy minimises the risk for pupils with nut allergies. 

Food allergies can be fatal. Reactions can range from an irritating 

rash to life-threatening anaphylaxis, and it only requires a small 

amount of the allergen to set off symptoms.  

First aid staff in the school are trained to use Epi-pens (an injection 

of adrenalin) which are required immediately if there is a serious 

reaction. However, to minimise the risk of an allergic reaction we 

cannot have nuts in school in any form. 

We need every student, teacher and parent to help us make St Augustine’s a safer place for students 
who have food allergies. So please do not put any nut products in your child’s lunch box. 

 

Single Use Plastics Bottles 

As part of the school’s aim to reduce our environmental impact, 
we are phasing out the sale of single use plastic bottles in school 
and would encourage you to purchase a re-usable drinks bottle 
for next year, preferably a clear plastic one as these are the only 
type allowed in examinations.  Please do not send glass bottles 

 

 

https://youtu.be/oLTO4VmWUGM
https://www.scopay.com/staugustinesrchigh.com?redirect=true
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=z5ot9MhewE-xbINpSYBq46cKsaBfZYNKird3mAVf5olUQkswOTJBRlIzODZQWTFLUk1YQlZMRUYxVC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=z5ot9MhewE-xbINpSYBq46cKsaBfZYNKird3mAVf5olUMThEWkI5NkFYMzRaU1cyOVM4MDhTU0ZNOS4u


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Transport—Buses 

We have been informed that the usual school buses will be running from the start of term.  A list of 
services with updated times can be found on the school website.  
https://www.sarchs.com/files/SARCHS_School_Bus_Services_20_21.pdf  

Pupils will have to wear face coverings on all buses. These will need to be safely removed on arrival at 
school and placed into a bin for single use coverings, or into a plastic bag and into a school bag for use on 
the return journey.  

To encourage social distancing when lining up for buses, markings will be painted on the yard for each 
bus. Deliberate failure to line up correctly will lead to a sanction (after-school detention).  Pupils will have 
to don their masks prior to embarkation. They may do this once they are on the yard and must do it by 
the time they reach the bus.   

More information on the arrangements made by Lancashire School Transport department can be found 
on the school website.  
https://www.sarchs.com/files/parents/Guidance_to_Schools-
_COVID19_Dedicated_School_Transport_Final.pdf  

Behaviour  Policy 
 

The Government guidelines mean we are unable to continue using our normal behaviour system of green 

slips and lunchtime detentions. However, it is important to ensure that there is a system in place to 

support staff and pupils in maintaining the high standards of behaviour that we have at St Augustine’s. 

We are therefore changing our current behaviour system to reflect this and for the time being replace our 

GREENs and AMBERs with a CONSEQUENCE system until a time we can revert back to the existing system. 

Whilst we need to be mindful of the fact that some of our pupils have struggled during the enforced 

school closures and as supportive staff, we will work with them to overcome any emotional issues they 

may have, we also need to ensure that we have good behaviour and compliance with the new procedures 

across the school. Early intervention will be key and contacting families regularly to keep them informed 

will be critical to maintaining positive behaviour in class and around school that will keep everybody safe.  

The new system will require a greater use of after school detentions so please reinforce the importance of 

following staff instructions to your child to avoid inconvenience for all. We will continue to give 24 hours 

notice of detentions wherever possible. Pupils who deliberately risk the safety of others through their 

actions will face serious and swift consequences (including exclusion).  Families will be able to keep track 

of rewards and sanctions via Insight. 

Time out – we have a number of pupils who use a “time out” card as a strategy to reduce problems – use 

of these cards will be limited and pupils will have to stand outside the classroom for the allowed time 

rather than accessing other areas of school.   

Mobile phone (and other items) confiscation – confiscated items will have to be placed into an envelope 

by the pupil and this will be sealed by the teacher. The pupil’s name will be written on envelope and then 

be delivered immediately to reception for families to be informed. Mobile phones will be kept until the 

end of the week and returned to pupils. If families request the immediate return of a mobile phone the 

sanction will be an after school detention.  

https://www.sarchs.com/files/SARCHS_School_Bus_Services_20_21.pdf
https://www.sarchs.com/files/parents/Guidance_to_Schools-_COVID19_Dedicated_School_Transport_Final.pdf
https://www.sarchs.com/files/parents/Guidance_to_Schools-_COVID19_Dedicated_School_Transport_Final.pdf


Uniform  

No adjustments are required to uniform for a safe return to school 

Our suppliers’ shops are now open with social distancing rules to protect staff and customers. School 
uniform can be ordered online and details of how the stores are dealing with the current situation can be 
found on their websites.  

Gray’s (Blackburn, Clitheroe)  https://graysschoolwear.co.uk/   
Ribble Valley Supplies   (Clitheroe)  https://rvsschoolwear.co.uk/   
Whittaker’s (Blackburn)    https://www.whittakersschoolwear.co.uk/contact/ 
 

Shirts: During the autumn term the standard long-sleeved blue shirt worn tucked in and with the school tie 

fastened to the neck and worn full length is compulsory for all pupils. 

Skirts / Trousers: Medium grey Trutex stitch down pleated skirts or box pleated in polyester/viscose. This 

should be worn on or just above the knee. Skirts are available in different lengths so please do ensure the 

correct length is bought for September. Black school trousers must only be bought from official stockists. 

Coats: Any coat worn must be plain in colour. Coats with designer labels are unacceptable. We do not 

allow denim or leather (real or “effect” jackets) or sweatshirts/hoodies of any kind.  

Shoes: These must be black, plain, leather-style, well-supported and low heeled (no more than 5cm in 

height). They can be worn with laces, buckles or velcro. All stitching and laces must be black and laces tied 

at all times. Boots, trainers or canvas style shoes are not allowed, neither are reflective strips and designer 

labels. Please be aware that some stores are marketing black trainers as school shoes, these are not 

acceptable. Flimsy slipper and ballet style shoes are particularly unsuitable and dangerous to the health and 

safety of children in a school environment because they provide no support and can easily slip off. 

Socks: These must be at least ankle length. Trainer socks, worn below the ankle, are not allowed. If tights 

are worn they must be plain black (no pattern), minimum 60 denier.   

Hair: We consider dyed hair to be inappropriate for children and we want to avoid peer pressure on 

pupils to change their natural hair colour. Pupils must not come to school with streaked, highlighted or dyed 

hair, or with hair extensions. Hair must be a single, natural colour. Nor should pupils have sections of their 

eyebrows shaven. Designs and wedges cut into the hair or anything shorter than a Number 3 cut are all 

unacceptable styles. Hair which covers the eyes is not permitted as it restricts vision and is potentially a 

safety risk. Pupils must keep their hair well groomed and tidy. Braids and hair beads are unacceptable for 

safety reasons. Hair accessories should be simple. 

Make-up, fake tans and false nails: These are inappropriate for children within a school context. Pupils 

may be placed into seclusion if they are not able to fix such issues immediately.  

Jewellery: Please do not allow your child to come to school wearing any kind of jewellery other than the 

ear studs/sleepers permitted for girls which should be worn singly on each ear lobe. Any other kind of 

jewellery will be confiscated and kept in a safe place for parents to collect. If a pupil refuses to take off their 

jewellery it maybe necessary for school to contact parents to come and collect the pupil. 

Mobiles and Smart Watches: Pupils must not wear a Smart Watch at any time in school. Mobile phones 

are permitted in school but must at all times be kept in a pupil’s bag and switched off until pupils physically 

leave the school site. Pupils may not text or phone during the school day without staff permission and we 

would ask parents/carers to support this rule by not texting/calling their children during the school day. The 

office will happily forward any message on to your child and pupils can call parents through the school 

office if they need to. Pupils misusing their mobiles will have them confiscated (see behaviour section).  

https://graysschoolwear.co.uk/
https://rvsschoolwear.co.uk/
https://www.whittakersschoolwear.co.uk/contact/blackburn/


“Bubbles” and the Impact on Class Organisation  

When we return to school pupils will be placed into “bubbles”;  groups of children that will be in contact 
for sustained periods of time. This is a key strategy for managing COVID19 outbreaks in schools. Reducing 
contact with other pupils by maintaining limited bubbles means that any positive tests for COVID19 will 
only require a smaller number of children to self isolate for 14 days under the Test and Trace system. The 
guidance recommends class bubbles wherever possible for Years 7, 8  and 9 but accepts that for the Key 
Stage 4 curriculum to operate, whole year bubbles will be needed for Years 10 and 11. This does mean 
that positive tests for Year 10 or Year 11 pupils may result in the whole year group having to self-isolate 
for 14 days. This is also the case for class / form bubbles in Years 7, 8  and 9, following advice from 
Public Health England. 

All Key Stage 3 pupils have therefore been re-organised into smaller teaching groups than in previous 
years, creating class bubbles in which they will be taught nearly all of their subjects. The only exceptions 
to this will be for Technology and PE in Years 7-9 and French or Spanish in Year 9. Class sizes will become 
more uniform and will include a greater range of abilities. By creating teaching groups that are taught 
together for nearly all subjects, we reduce the number of interactions that pupils have with others 
throughout the school day whilst maintaining a broad and balanced curriculum delivered by subject 
specialists. This in turn limits the impact of self-isolation should positive tests be reported.  

The new curriculum structure and organisation will continue to reflect the current guidance and is 
therefore subject to change and restructuring throughout the year. Unfortunately the current guidance 
requires us to suspend most practical activities (e.g. science experiments, food / technology projects) in 
the majority of curriculum areas. It is expected that peripatetic music lessons and PE practical activities 
will be able to continue but with additional safeguards in place. PE is likely to be with smaller groups, 
therefore fewer practical lessons per fortnight.  

Due to the nature of the Key Stage 4 curriculum all classes will operate as usual in their core and option 
classes. Timings and movement around the school building have been adjusted to reduce the incidence of 
pupils having extended interactions with pupils from other year groups or teaching groups inside the 
building.   

Full details of school routines including movement around zones, access to hand washing and hygiene 
facilities (including toilets) and rules within classrooms will be explained in detail on the first day back for 
all pupils. A video clip is also available online. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IgTZ4Bs-Fg0   

Contingency 

 
In the event of individual class bubbles or whole year group bubbles having to self isolate, we would move 
to Teams lessons for these groups. This will require pupils to log on to Teams at the start of their usual 
lesson time for instruction by their class teacher. Effectively, pupils will need to be online for 4 or 5 
sessions per day in normal school time. In the event of full school closure, and recognising the demands 
on families, we would revert to the system operated during full lockdown with work being set on Teams 
each day and more flexibility for children as to when they complete this work.   

Non-class Time 

Before school and at break and lunchtimes, pupils will be required to stay in year groups to socialise and 
have their lunch (see information later about canteen provision). Outdoor areas will be identified for each 
year group (overleaf) and movement will be directed by staff on duty. Pupils will generally be outside for 
breaks and lunchtimes so please ensure they have a suitable coat / waterproof. In the event of extreme 
weather, we will allow pupils into the building but they will be required to stay within their bubbles. A 
video explaining this (as well as lunchtime and bus arrangements) is available online - click here.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IgTZ4Bs-Fg0
https://youtu.be/oLTO4VmWUGM


Year 7 

Year 8 

Year 10 

Year 9 Year 11 

Year Group zones for before school and at break and lunch 

Curriculum for 2021  
 

In light of the variation in pupil experiences since March, much of the first term will concentrate on 

review and consolidation of work from the last term and a half. Our assessment of Year 11 pupils when 

they attended at the end of last term was that those who have kept up with the online work that was set 

are in a good position to move forward with their GCSE courses. However, we appreciate that this is not 

the case for all pupils. A national scheme to support those pupils whose education has been most 

adversely affected will be in place next term.   

For Year 11, the national consultation on the changes that are proposed to GCSE examinations has led to 

a reduction in the demands of the assessments in a number of subjects. Changes include allowing a 

choice of topics on which students will be examined in 2021 for GCSE History and English Literature, 

adjustments to the coursework element of Geography and to the required practical for GCSE Science 

courses. For GCSEs in modern languages, exam boards will be asked to report the assessment of spoken 

language as an endorsement alongside the 9 to 1 grade. Teachers will explain the changes and the 

implications for each subject when pupils return to school  

We await details of the dates for GCSE examinations in 2021 with discussion at a national level around 

moving the exam series from May/June to June/July. Families should be aware that these dates are set by 

the exam regulator and cannot be adjusted. This may have implications for family plans for Summer 2021.  

Reports and Parents Evenings  

We are introducing a new assessment system for Key Stage 3 which will report on progress and attitude 

to learning with the first report due around October.  

We are also scheduling parents’ evenings for next year in the hope that we are able to have some face-to-

face discussions about the children’s progress but will have to wait for the guidance to change to allow 

this. We are keeping the plans for parental consultation (including remote meetings) under review.  

 

School Day 

While there are some adjustments within the school day to allow for more distributed movement, the 

start and end times remain the same: 8.45am start time; 3.15pm finish time (Mon– Thu), 2.25pm (Fri).  

Bus and drop off / collection times are unaffected (check bus information here). 

Lockers 
 

In order to reduce indoor 

congestion on corridors, lockers 

will not be available for pupils 

this year. 

https://www.sarchs.com/files/SARCHS_School_Bus_Services_20_21.pdf


Equipment List 

Equipment for September should include:   

 2 black pens 

 pencil 

 ruler 

 eraser 

 pencil sharpener 

 dry wipe pen (for use on whiteboard) 

 coloured pencils 

 glue stick 

 small safety scissors 

 scientific calculator  

 mathematical equipment (set square, compass, protractor)  

These items should be kept in a pencil case.  

 reading book 

 small bottle of hand sanitiser (optional but recommended) 

There can be no sharing of equipment during the current situation. 

Please keep checking the school website (plus Facebook and Twitter) for updates to arrangements.  


