
Return to School 

 

Uniform 

Full school uniform is expected to be worn, with the exception of school ties, which should not be 

worn. Year 10 pupils who have purchased a Year 11 jumper may wear this in place of a blazer. 

 

In the current circumstances, we have had to review some of our normal routines and protocols in 

school. Students must follow the routines as set out below.  

 

Arriving at school 

You will be pleased to see your friends when you arrive or see them around school. You must keep 

social distancing and not hug or move closer than 2 metres. As an idea of distance, this means at 

least two outstretched arms away from each other.  

On arrival you should make your way to the top yard following the yellow dots that provide 2m 

social distancing. A member of staff will check your temperature with a remote thermometer. If you 

have a temperature you will be directed immediately to the front office and someone will be asked 

to collect you. When you arrive on the yard you should stand (or sit) in the social squares that are 

marked out with yellow dots where you can chat with your classmates. 

 

If it is wet, you should go towards the yard but enter the gym via the external doors. The gym will be 

set out with chairs at a minimum 2m distance. You should sit on a chair and chat with your 

classmates. You must not move the chairs.  

In most cases you will be allocated to a single room for the full day. A list of rooms will be posted 

outside and inside the gym for you to check on arrival and you must check this in the morning. 

When it is time for class, you will be asked to wash your hands before entering the building (for a 

minimum of 20 seconds with soap and water).   This will take place in the new toilets near the new 

panini bar at first, until the outdoor sinks are fitted at the entrance to the Al Fresco. Three of the 

cubicles will be hand wash only while the other two will be for use as toilets (boy / girl). The Drama 

Corridor toilets will also be available but these will be single occupancy (i.e. only one pupil at a time). 

Pupils will not be allowed out of classes to use toilets unless a toilet pass has been issued. On the 



first day you return you will be directed to the Assemby Hall for a briefing on the new routines and 

rules now in place. 

 

If you are in Rooms 26, 27 or 28 (new building) you will go directly to those classrooms. Otherwise 

you will line up on the yellow dots under the Al Fresco canopy to enter school via the door outside 

Lab 8. There is a one-way system marked on the floor with arrows that must be followed at all times 

(other than if the fire alarm rings).  

 

Entering and leaving the classroom 

When you arrive at your classrooms you should enter immediately and sit at one of the empty desks 

that is marked as a student seat. These seats are a minimum of 2m distance from other pupils and 

you must only sit in a dedicated seat. You must not move the chairs or tables.  

Your teacher will tell you when the session is over (this will not be based on the normal school bells). 

You will be released from the room for each break by the teacher with sufficient gaps to allow social 

distancing. You must follow the one-way arrows and maintain a minimum of 2 metres between 

other pupils. Breaks will be staggered so that not all pupils are leaving or entering the building at the 

same time. This also means that you should not necessarily expect to see all the other pupils during 

these breaks. 

Before returning to your classroom, you must wash your hands again (for minimum 20 seconds with 

soap and water) at the  toilets near the panini bar.  On your return you must sit in the same 

allocated seat. 

 

Toilets 

Normal rules around when you can access the toilet will be in place (i.e. before school, during 

breaks, end of school). You will not be allowed to leave class during lessons unless you have already 

been issued with a toilet pass.  

Only certain toilets will be open including the new toilets at the side of the panini bar. These will be 

available through the day as well as for compulsory hand-washing. In other toilets only one person 

will be allowed in at a time to ensure 2m distancing.  

 



On the school corridors and moving around school 

A one way system is in place. You must follow the floor arrows and maintain 2 metres distance from 

other pupils and staff members while on the corridors. Lockers must not be used. 

 

Breaks 

You will have a 30 minute morning break and 30 minute midday break. There will be no catering 

facilities, vending machines or water fountains so you must bring all food, drink and snacks for the 

day. You will not be allowed to share any food or drinks with other pupils. (You must not pass any 

items to other pupils or receive items from them.) You will be able to eat your lunch in your 

allocated room or may be asked to eat outside. If it is wet weather during the breaks you will be told 

to go to the gym where the seating is set out and will be supervised by staff. Again, you must not 

move the chairs and must keep the 2m distance from others.    

Managing equipment 

You must bring all your own equipment for the day (pens, pencils, books). Bring all your books for 

each subject – new books will be available for you if you have filled your current one.  

You may be allocated a computer for certain lessons. These will be allocated on a daily basis and 

wiped clean at the end of each day. You will be given the option to wipe the keyboard yourself if you 

prefer to do so.  

 

Fire Alarm 

In the event of a fire alarm, pupils should evacuate via the nearest door and the 2m social distancing 

should be ignored until you are outside. On the yard you should line up in silence in your daily class 

group to allow the registers to be taken quickly. Details of evacuation will be explained when you 

arrive in school. 

 

Leaving school 

At the end of the day you will be released from class by your teacher. Again, this will be staggered to 

avoid all pupils leaving at the same time. You should leave by the nearest door following the one 

way system and should immediately leave the premises and make your way home. If you have to 

catch a school bus you will get directly on the bus and follow the driver’s instructions regarding 

social distancing. The recent announcement regarding compulsory wearing of face protection on 

public transport will be enforced so you should come to school prepared for this.  

 

Note on Social Distancing for Family Members 

While we understand that family members do not need to socially isolate, while in school the social 

distancing rules will apply to all pupils. This means that even if you are living in the same household 

you must keep the 2 metre distance rule in school. This allows staff to supervise pupils easily and 

avoids any uncertainty about domestic arrangements in certain households.  



School sanctions 

Families are sending children to school on the understanding that they will be kept safe. Where 

pupils deliberately disregard rules around social distancing, movement around school or other 

matters that risk the spread of the virus, firm action will be taken. This is likely to be removal from 

class and immediate collection by a family member. This has been agreed when families signed up 

for attendance. Behaviour that puts the safety of our community at risk will be treated as serious 

incidents. Sanctions will be determined based upon an assessment of the individual incident.   

Possible sanctions at this level are: 

 Exclusion – any pupil who deliberately flouts the above rules that places the health of others 

at risk is likely to face an immediate fixed term exclusion.  

 Internal isolation (seclusion) is unlikely to be used for an extended period due to the limited 

number of staff on site. In such cases an exclusion is more likely.  

 Behaviour contract meeting prior to return to school (this will be a remote meeting with the 

family, the pupil and a member of school staff via Teams, Zoom or similar). 

 Governors behaviour panel meeting prior to return to school (remote meeting as above).   

 

Pupil Support 

We understand that this is a difficult time for students and we will provide support for our students 
to settle back into school. This will include: 

 Asking pupils to complete an online wellbeing check prior to their return 

 Refreshing all our pupils on our school routines and expectations 

 Talking to our pupils  about our behaviours, rules and routines and why we need these 

 Talking to our pupils about how they might be feeling and how to  deal with  their feelings 

 We will use a range of resources to support pupils to  understand and manage their feelings 

 We will provide additional support and signposting of other agencies when it is needed 

 If required, some pupils may be removed from the normal sessions for pastoral support 

 
 

Reasonable adjustments 

As at all times we will make reasonable adjustments as appropriate for our students with SEND 
needs. Behaviour plans will continue to include reasonable adjustments when appropriate. 
 
These adjustments will be in line with the current government guidance around social distancing and 
the guidance on the implementation of protective measures. 

 

 


