
 

 

6.4.2020 

 

Dear Families, 

I hope that this letter finds you well.  

I have sent a copy of the letter from Ofqual (the exams regulator) to all Year 11 pupils today which 

outlines the process by which the GCSE grades for Summer 2020 will be awarded. I have also 

included a summary document that will hopefully make the process clear to them. I wanted to 

inform you of the process and the expectations of pupils in terms of keeping up with their studies.  

Over the coming weeks, teachers and departments will be allocating grades for each pupil in each 

subject based on their knowledge of the pupils and their previous experience of how well pupils 

make progress in Year 11 towards their final GCSE assessments. Teachers will be asked the question 

“What grade would this particular student most plausibly have achieved if they were taking the 

exam?” This is not to be confused with a target grade, which might have an inflationary effect, nor 

will it be the mock grade, as historically many of our students perform far better in the final exam 

than in their mocks.  

Students and families must not contact their teachers or other school staff about the grades that 

they are being awarded. This may be seen to be putting pressure on teachers to award a higher 

grade. Schools have also been instructed not to share the Centre Assessed Grades with students or 

families. The individual grades as well as the rank order will be sent to the awarding bodies and 

these grades may be changed (up or down) depending on how accurate the awarding bodies believe 

the school has been in applying the grading criteria. One determining factor for awarding grades will 

be the recent performance of schools in terms of the progress pupils have made; in this respect the 

progress of pupils at St Augustine’s has been significantly above the national average for the last 2 

years and we expect this to be reflected in the results awarded this year.  

Schools are also being instructed not to set additional assessments or mock exams to inform the 

Centre Assessed Grades as it is not now possible to ensure the integrity that a student’s work is their 

own and the variation in access to IT / internet may also present problems of fairness.  

Looking Ahead 

As we approach the Easter break, most subjects will have now completed the content aspect of the 

Key Stage 4 courses and would ordinarily be planning revision lessons in the coming weeks, leading 

up to the final exams that would have been taking place in May / June. For most of our students, we 

expect that they will happy with the grades they are awarded. However, we also expect some to feel 

that they could have done better and had not given their teachers sufficient evidence of their 

performance up to the point that school closed. Therefore we are advising students to continue with 

their revision programmes in case they decide to take up the option of an Autumn examination. 

Teachers will not be setting new learning for Year 11 students and will be reminding them of the 

topics they should revise.  



 

 

 

We also want to encourage students to maintain good study habits and I would remind you of the 

opportunity to study a range of online courses that are posted on the home page of the school’s 

website. These courses allow students to do some preparatory work on subjects they may wish to 

study next year, or others that would enhance a CV (such as British Sign Language, first aid etc.).  

Online study should also provide students with a structure and sense of purpose that might 

otherwise be missing at present and there is growing evidence that maintaining some semblance of 

routine during the current period of lockdown is one way to support mental health and wellbeing for 

the whole family.  

 

With best wishes, 

 

M Wright 

 

Michael Wright 

Headteacher 


