
 

 

Dear families, 

Return to school – Mass Testing from 8th March   

The return of pupils to secondary school is part of Step 1 of the “Roadmap to Recovery” announced by 

the government on Monday and all further steps are contingent upon the safe re-opening of schools.  

On their return to school, all secondary aged pupils are strongly recommended to take a lateral flow test 

(nose swab) and receive confirmation of a negative result before they can go to classes. This process 

allows schools to begin the process of re-opening while minimising the risk of spreading the virus as groups 

of children meet up in class once again. The wider re-opening of society, Steps 2 – 4, will depend on the 

safe return of pupils to school. As such, we do not intend to allow pupils to return to face to face teaching 

until this testing has taken place.  

In order to allow all pupils to receive a negative test we are increasing our testing capacity in school but 

this will still require a phased return of pupils throughout the week beginning Monday 8th March. We 

intend to bring pupils back to school in age order (Year 11 first and other years throughout the week).  

Details of the return date of each year group will be announced as soon as we are able to confirm testing 

arrangements are in place. While we want all pupils back in school as soon as possible, we must take a 

“safety first” approach.  

All pupils will take three supervised nasal swab tests in school within the first 2 weeks of their return, at 

which point home testing will be required. Again, more details will follow. 

Wearing of Masks 

The new guidance for secondary schools also confirmed that face masks (not visors) must be worn in all 

indoor areas; this now includes classrooms. Therefore it will be essential that pupils attend school with a 

face mask (and ideally a number of spare masks) as failure to wear a mask will mean pupils are not allowed 

in the building. Where pupils have a medical exemption the relevant lanyard must be worn. In cases where 

a pupil refuses to wear a mask, families will be required to collect the pupil from school.  

Awarding of GCSEs (Year 11) 

We expect an announcement this week about how this year's GCSE grades will be awarded. Year 11 pupils 
will be given time to adjust to the return to school before any formal assessments are undertaken. 
Individual subject staff will explain the process in classes.   

 

Michael Wright 

Headteacher 

 


